
AIA PERSPECTIVE

Welcome to the newsletter for the Southern Arizona Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects. Our chapter is based in Tucson but 
represents more than 180 members throughout southern Arizona.

Visit our website at http://aiasouthernarizona.org/
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PRESIDENT'S 
REPORT

Well, • rst let me say, Happy Birthday  to the Southern Arizona Chapter!

60 years ago, on March 14th, our chapter was established. Originally the AIA chartered its • rst Arizona chapter 
in 1937; then in 1956 with a growing membership the chapter split into the Central and Southern Arizona 
chapters. Due to an even split in members neither chapter kept the 1937 founding date.  Interesting...

These past few years have been an exciting time as our group has been working hard to reinvent itself and this 
year is a great time to mark this milestone of change. We will be celebrating our 60th birthday with an event for 
all of our members on May 11th. Join friends and colleagues to celebrate this momentous event! 

60 years of AIA Architecture in Southern Arizona
A celebration of the past as we look towards the future

As we mark this milestone in our chapter, we look to the future of the chapter itself to support its members 
and the community. Full of new faces, our Board of Directors is bringing new ideas, programs, and events. 
With that, a change in our year is also the works. Our year-long lecture series in association with the CAPLA 
will continue, but we also want to provide a monthly forum for discussion groups on local and regional issues 
as well as continuing educational opportunities. We will continue to support our associate members with 
mentorship opportunities and ARE seminars, but also want to reach out to our af• liate members and others in 
the community at large. Lastly, our 20+ years of architecture week will have a new look and feel. Architecture 
Week traditionally was • lled with both educational and inspirational events packed into just one week in the 
fall. We will expand this great event into two separate weeks at different times in the year. Our spring event, 
which kicks off this year with our 60th birthday party, will look to inspire and promote our members to the 
community. Then in the fall we will continue to educate and support our community with great events such 
as Canstructution, Kidstruction, and the newly reinvented Firm Boards Exhibit which now travels around town 
promoting great design in Tucson throughout the year. 

Finally, I wanted to share a little news and congratulate some of the winners of this year’s Cornerstone Awards. 
This year’s event saw close to $10,000 in scholarships (one from your own Southern Arizona Chapter to the 
CAPLA). Also, we heard the news that Dean Jan Cervelli, after many successful years at CAPLA, has accepted 
a position as President of Saint Mary’s College in Indiana and will be leaving this year. We are sorry to see her 
go, but wish her all the best as she answers what she said was a calling to be at Saint Mary’s. Jan, you will be 
missed, so don’t be a stranger. See you soon. 

Some of this year’s Winners:
Owner of the year      Town of Marana
Design Consultant of the year      Monrad and Associates
General Contractor of the year under $2million    Kittle Design and Construction
General Contractor of the year over $2million    Concord Construction
and 
Architect of the year        Swaim Associates Architects

Congratulations to all, 

T. John Price, AIA
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SAVE THE DATE
FOR OUR

60TH BIRTHDAY BASH!

https://goo.gl/e7JpZJ

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS:

EPSTEIN CONSTRUCTION
SUNDT
WSM ARCHITECTS

BWS ARCHITECTS
GLHN
LINE AND SPACE
SWAIM ASSOCIATES

TO BECOME A SPONSOR, VISIT:
https://squareup.com/store/aiasouthern-arizona/item/
aia-sac-th-birthday-celebration-sponsorship
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PRACTITIONER
Q+A with
KELSI MONTGOMERY

When did you • rst know you wanted to be an architect?
Montgomery:  My friend Laura and I would spend hours 
designing our dream horse barns and tack rooms in junior high, 
so I had an inkling then, but I have always been interested in 
a myriad of things. I entered college as a chemistry major 
and realized very soon that I didn’t want to be a chemist. 
One night I toured the • rst year architecture studios with a 
couple of dorm-mates who were in architecture and that 
clinched it (it probably helped that the wood shop was in the 
same hall). I was blown away and gritted my teeth for 5 more 
years of college. 

What or who is your biggest architectural inspiration?
Montgomery:  I have an aunt and an uncle who both 
graduated from the U of A architecture school and both 
have played a part in my being an architect. However, 
inspiration for me comes from the environment around me at 
any moment, and things moving through it. I thrive on • nding 
out what makes a place or building (or process) tick. My 
family moved a lot and my parents were always pointing out 
elements of our place and how it got to be. I love to explore 
new cities and places and have been known to trespass on 
old industrial sites (not in a malicious way).

Most embarrassing architectural moment?
Montgomery:  The one that pops to mind is being informed 
by my boss (during construction) that a roof slope exceeded 
a parapet height. It was only an issue for one section of roof 
thank goodness. Oops. I guess I didn’t cut a section there. It 
all turned out • ne. I haven’t done it since!

“If I weren’t an architect I would…” 
Montgomery:  I would be an astronaut! I do remember when 
I realized my architecture education wasn’t going to require 
enough math to meet NASA’s requirements… a sad day 
(especially since I think it was 5th year).

Favorite local project you didn’t design?
Montgomery:  A friend at my • rst job took me on a driving tour 
around the downtown area at lunch soon after I started. The 
• rst place she took me by was Rick Joy’s studio on Rubio. I’ve 
always liked its form, material, experience, and simplicity.

Favorite city?
Montgomery:  Chicago. My • rst memories are from there, 
architectural and otherwise. It’s in me. 

Favorite guilty pleasure?
Montgomery:  A particular favorite is to play hooky and going 
to a museum by myself. Unfortunately, I haven’t done that 
in quite a while. Yes, yes, I do also • nd myself inexplicably 
watching reality television.

Kelsi Montgomery, AIA is a 2000 graduate from Carnegie Mellon University. She gained experience at a few 
• rms including working nine years at Randel Jacob Design Group before venturing out on her own. She now 
runs two businesses that both focus on her love of process: through her architecture • rm Archilabworks PLLC 
she makes places and graphics, and through Makesense Goods  she makes fun usable objects.

Portrait photo by Purple Nickel / Photos by Kelsi Montgomery

What book are you reading right now?
Montgomery:  I am actually reading the latest issue of Wired magazine 
with cover text: “The Next Giant Leap: The Greatest Challenges to Space 
Exploration - and How We’ll Conquer Them.” I like space and I can still live 
vicariously by reading about it even if I didn’t choose the astronaut path. 
There’s also an article about what is, and isn’t, happening at Spaceport 
America.

What’s the biggest lesson you’ve learned in this profession?
Montgomery:  Sooner or later things will go wrong, or at least not as 
expected, in the process of seeing a building from start to • nish especially 
during construction. That’s when staying positive, looking forward, and 
remembering we are cut out to be problem solvers is key to everyone’s 
sanity.

What advice would you give to a recent graduate of architecture?
Montgomery:  Ask questions. No question is stupid, but absorb, and 
take opportunities to learn about what’s going on around you. Also, 
architects have the skills to do so many different things. You may not 
end up designing buildings, and that is okay! Find the right • t for you, but 
remember becoming licensed de• nitely opens doors, so it’s nice to start 
on that path.

What do you consider the best part about being an architect?
Montgomery:  I can apply what I know as an architect to much more 
than just architecture. For instance, I get to live my Archilabworks tagline: 
“architecture, graphics, usable objects.”

What do you think is the biggest challenge to our profession?
Montgomery:   Maintaining the gender balance and diversity in 
architecture schools today through all stages of the profession and 
licensure. Creating hospitable workplaces for people with families, or 
other obligations, is a great start.

If you could change one thing about the profession, what would it be?
Montgomery:  I would want more people to know what architects 
actually do. That is dif• cult because architecture is a profession of many 
scales and roles, but unless you have been part of the process it’s quite 
mystifying for most. I know it would add value for more people to know 
what we do when we’re up all night (which hopefully we aren’t that 
often).

Turtle Rock House

Kitchen renovation Felt lap desk, device coaster, and charging pocket
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STUDENT
Q+A with
HARU ISHIKKAWA

When did you • rst know you wanted to be an architect?
Ishikkawa: About 10 years, I became interested in 
architecture, and about 3-4 years ago I • nally decided to 
quit my job and go back to school.  I was very inspired by 
Tadao Ando’s book; he probably had the biggest impact 
in my decision to pursue architecture.  His big ideas - about 
working for the world, going over seas to study, travelling - left 
a big impression on me. Tadao’s larger-than-life personality 
and message of dreaming big helped me make the decision 
to become an architect. 

What or who is your biggest architectural inspiration?
Ishikkawa: I would have to say Alvar Aalto.  I really like the way 
he pays attention to how people feel in his spaces.  He has a 
really humanistic approach and an organic vernacular that 
translates well and has an extremely intimate feeling.  There 
is sensuality in his materiality and an empathy in his buildings 
that really inspires me and my design process.

Who or what in the school has had the greatest impression on 
you, and why?
Ishikkawa: It has really opened my eyes being able to meet 
students from America and around the world.  The way 
students think and solve problems here is different than my 
friends and colleagues do back home. I • nd the teacher/
student relationship to be really interesting. In Japan, there 
is a sort of passive learning and the roles of student and 
teacher are really de• ned.  Here in America, there is more 
of a discussion between teachers and students, which is a 
great dynamic to be part of. The school encourages us to 
be creative and innovative, whereas, as a medical doctor, I 
had to follow rules and conventions of treatments; there was 
very limited amount of space for being innovative because 
medicine is strictly based on reproducible evidences. This fact 
about architecture school gives me a lot of joy and energy.

Haru Ishikawa is a • rst year graduate student at the University of Arizona College of Architecture, Planning 
and Landscape Architecture.  Originally from Kobe, Japan, Haru began his career as an Orthopedic 
Surgeon specializing in spinal and neurological rehabilitation.  He uses this background to approach most 
of his work through an altruistic lens.

Most embarrassing architectural moment?
Ishikkawa: Right now in my architecture history class we 
are studying Japanese temples, in particular H!ry"-ji dating 
from about 607 AD.  The teacher asked me about Japanese 
architecture: “I don’t know much why this shrine is such and 
such. Do you know anything about this?” I had no idea and 
had to say “Ahh...no.”  I have realized how little I know about 
my own country. That’s embarrassing for me.

Favorite local project?
Ishikkawa: Judith Chafee’s Ramada House, I never seen 
it in person, just images, but I like how she created a very 
elegant and sophisticated space with very uplifting lighting.  
She incorporated other cultures, like Native American, into 
the design; I like that perspective.  She valued local culture, 
landscape and climate.  All of these ideas were very 
thoughtful.  I also like how Judith Chafee valued everyday 
objects almost as a piece of art; I respond to that sensitivity.

Favorite city?
Ishikkawa: I think it would be a tie between Seville, Spain and 
Prague, Czech Republic.  Seville has really intricate narrow 
streets and pathways and when I walk there I can feel history 
and the local vibe. There is continuity between the past and 
the present.  For Prague, there is a great poetic nature to the 
city that stimulates my romantic emotions.  

Favorite guilty pleasure?
Ishikkawa: Architecture is my guilty pleasure. I still feel 
obligated to help patients, but I am not working as a doctor, 
I am just studying for myself, so that gives me a sense of guilty 
pleasure. It makes me feel like a very sel• sh person, like I am 
not doing anything to help people.  

If you hadn’t gone into Architecture, what would you have 
studied?
Ishikkawa:  I would have studied the archaeology of Italy. 
When I was an undergraduate student at UofA (which was a 
long time ago), I studied Classics. I loved Dr. Soren’s classes 
and was fascinated by the Etruscans’ and the ancient 
Romans’ cultures. I am still fascinated by them. So, I would 
have studied the archaeology to become a scholar.

What advice would you give to someone going into 
architecture school?
Ishikkawa: Maybe you need to have a second thought.  If 
you can pull all-nighters for a couple days straight, then 
maybe you want to enter architecture school.  But, jokes 
aside, I think architecture is a very interesting • eld of study. 
I think architects need to have very interdisciplinary views 
on the world and people and have a deeper understand of 
human nature and how the world works.  I think it is wise to 
study many different things and to travel as much as you can, 
meet people and read a lot of books from different • elds.  Be 
well rounded in a number of subjects; these things can all 
relate back in one way or another.

Barrio Viejo House Rendering and Concept Model

Summer Haven House Rendering
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AFFILIATE PROFILE
SCHNEIDER STRUCTURAL 
ENGINEERS 

CORE PURPOSE

We exist to identify opportunities, overcome challenges, and achieve 
ful! llment.

At Schneider Structural Engineers, we strive to be an extension of your team, not just an 
engineering consultant. For 17 years our mission has been a commitment to providing the 
highest quality services, going above and beyond expectations. We are passionate about 
every project we do – whether it be a mid-rise building or a site inspection.

With three of! ces we have an ever growing pool of talent dedicated to collaboration with 
our clients, and with one another. Our multidisciplinary experience allows us to explore 
unconventional solutions and unique expertise. Understanding what issues are important to 
our clients and community is necessary in problem solving. We make the difference.

CORE VALUES

We invest in people.

Our philosophy develops through a healthy culture that maximizes individual passion and 
potential. We leverage our resources to maximize our quality and pro! tability. And we maximize 
our client relationships and our community relationships by demonstrating attentiveness, 
cooperation, innovation, proactivity and transparency.

“Our professional staff is committed to the highest quality of client service, delivered with 
integrity and a sense of team spirit. We build lasting relationships by providing our clients with 
excellence in engineering.”  — Ron Schneider

Los Reales Land! ll Entry & Recycling Facility
photos courtesy Lizard Rock Designs, LLC

AC Hotel by Marriott
rendering courtesy Swaim Associates Architects, Ltd.
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FIRM BOARD EXHIBIT

This year the Firm Board Exhibit expanded its visibility in a dramatic way. It started at Park 
Place Mall in the fall, spent prime winter visitor time installed at the Tucson International 
Airport, moved to UA Downtown at Pennington and Stone in the spring, and then to the 
CAPLA building. Upcoming stops include the downtown library and the Breezeway at the 
Tucson Convention Center.

The Firm Board Exhibit will only get better with member participation. Members are strongly 
encouraged to solicit other locations and assist with moving the displays. This is also an 
opportunity to voice issues about design, sustainability, historic preservation, or other topics 
on which we can provide guidance to the public.

To get involved, please contact Phil Swaim at pswaim@swaimaia.com.

Statewide:
You have probably received e-mails regarding a couple of bills proposed in the state 
legislature this year that concern our profession:

HB2333 (registrant exemptions for T.I. work under a certain size): Dead in the Senate due • 
to membership’s action!
HB2613 (deregulation of some professions and moving Board of Technical Registration • 
to Department of Administration): This bill has been amended to remove landscape 
architects. However, as outlined by our AIA Arizona Government Affairs Chair, a BTR 
under DOA oversight not only creates a con" ict of interest (the DOA hires architects and 
engineers) but also potentially gives an administrator veto rights over board decisions.

Our members’ activism makes a difference. It is important for members to get to know their 
legislators and to consider contributing to our PAC fund (personal checks only):
Arizona ARCHIPAC: AIA, 30 North 3rd Ave, Suite 200, Phoenix, AZ 85003

Tucson:
The 30% Design Plan for the Broadway Improvement Project is available for review and 
public comment. Comments will be reviewed through April 15 , and action by Mayor and 
Council will be considered April 19 .

Visit the website to review and comment: http://www.broadwayboulevard.info/

CURRENT EVENTS

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS



IN MEMORIAM
JAMES A. 
GRESHAM FAIA

In 2014, the Tucson architectural community experienced the loss of one of its most iconic • gures.  
Jim Gresham was not just a talented and proli• c designer; he was the embodiment of polished 
creativity that all young architects aspire to, but few actually achieve.  For the architectural 
community, he was also a • ghter: for the education of the public to the importance of good 
architecture; for the preservation of our historic roots; and for the success of our profession in 
business locally.  To those who knew him (possibly with the exception of a few contractors), he 
was a good friend, as well as a delightful and witty companion.  Dinners with Jim were always 
fun.

Jim was one of us.  Unfortunately, his prolonged illness left his family • nancially depleted, and 
his wife, Flo, needs our help.  A gofundme campaign has been established to help her out.  
Please click on this link:  https://www.gofundme.com/54xrjpcc  Anything you can contribute 
will help.
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